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Rationale for putting MEAs on the agenda
PPRI Query

Work by collaborating institutions (WHO, EFPN):



What are we talking about?
Examples of common types

Definition:
“An arrangement between a manufacturer and 

payer/provider that enables access to 
(coverage/reimbursement of) a health technology 

subject to specified conditions.
These arrangements can use a variety of 

mechanisms and are usually classified into 
financial-based and performance-based MEA. 

The latter links price (reward for manufacturers) to 
health outcomes.”

(PPRI Glossary: https://ppri.goeg.at/MEA)
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What we know about MEAs

And what we do not know



What we appear to know about MEAs

“MEAs are commonly used for new medicines 
in European countries and globally.“

“While financial-based remain the dominant 
type, performance-based MEAs have been rising 
in recent years.“

PPRI Indicators
currently accessible only for PPRI members (PW protected)



What we believe to know about MEAs

When and why it was started to conclude MEAs

What MEAs are

Why MEAs are needed

MEAs are always confidential



What we do not know about MEAs
(and would like to know …)

How many MEAs are in place in each country?

Which types of MEAs?

Which medicines are covered?

What is their impact?

How high are the discounts / savings?

How are MEAs designed ….?

?



Concerns

What are key issues about MEAs?



Major concerns
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Major concerns:
“Outside the standard system“?
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Major concerns:
Lack of evaluations on the impact of MEA

Gerkens S, Neyt M, San Miguel L, Vinck I, Thiry N, Cleemput I. How to improve the Belgian process for Managed Entry Agreements? An analysis of the Belgian and 
international experience. Health Services Research (HSR) Brussels: Belgian Health Care Knowledge Centre (KCE). 2017. KCE Reports 288. D/2017/10.273/41.
https://kce.fgov.be/sites/default/files/2021-11/KCE_288_Improve_Belgian_process_managed_entry_agreements_Report.pdf

Impact?

https://kce.fgov.be/sites/default/files/2021-11/KCE_288_Improve_Belgian_process_managed_entry_agreements_Report.pdf
https://kce.fgov.be/sites/default/files/2021-11/KCE_288_Improve_Belgian_process_managed_entry_agreements_Report.pdf
https://kce.fgov.be/sites/default/files/2021-11/KCE_288_Improve_Belgian_process_managed_entry_agreements_Report.pdf


Vancoppenolle J, Franzen N, et al. (2026): Price transparency of cancer medicines: a 
crucial step towards informed pricing negotiations in the European region . Front. 
Pharmacol. 17:1736741. doi: 10.3389/fphar.2026.1736741 

Good 
practice?

Major concerns:
Lack of shared experience and SOP

Best deal?

“Hospitals’ perceptions of their 
negotiated prices frequently did not 

align with reported price levels. 
Among 20 hospitals included in this

analysis, ten had incorrect 
perceptions. Several hospitals 

perceived their prices as lower than 
those of peers.”
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Potential financial outcomes

Do MEAs bring savings?



Financial outcomes from MEA being publicly known?

Average 
discounts / price 

reductions?

How high are net 
price reductions?

45% (DK)
46% (NL)
3-5% (IT)

Data retrieved from: Franzen N, Vancoppenolle J, Retèl VP, Vogler S, van Harten WH. A comparative analysis of managed entry agreements in 
Europe: trends, reporting practices, and financial outcomes. The European Journal of Health Economics. 2026. 10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3 

€ 4.4 billion (FR) 
€ 1.0 billion (BE)

€ 0.95 billion (DK)

FR: 49%  38%
DK: 95 %  55% 

Reductions in 
spending on 

medicines covered by 
MEA as share of TPE?

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1


Financial outcomes from MEA published?

Franzen N, Vancoppenolle J, Retèl VP, Vogler S, van Harten WH. A comparative analysis of managed entry agreements in Europe: trends, 
reporting practices, and financial outcomes. The European Journal of Health Economics. 2026. 10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3 

5 pages of financial 
outcome data

related to MEAs 

Annex 5
based on public 

information 
published by 
authorities

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1


WHA 72.8 resolution
urges Member States in accordance with their national and
regional legal frameworks and contexts:

1. Take appropriate measures to publicly share information 
on the net prices of health products;

2. Take the necessary steps […] to support dissemination of 
and enhanced availability of and access to aggregated 
results data and […] costs from human subject clinical 
trials regardless of outcomes […];

3. Work collaboratively to improve the reporting of 
information by suppliers on registered health products, 
such as reports on sales revenues, prices, units sold, 
marketing costs, and subsidies and incentives;

4. Facilitate improved public reporting of patent status
information and marketing approval status of health 
products

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_R8-en.pdf 

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_R8-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_R8-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_R8-en.pdf


Approaches for implementing net price transparency

Webb E, Richardson E, Vogler S, Panteli D (2022):What are the implications of policies increasing transparency of prices paid for 
pharmaceuticals. World Health Organization, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies
Perehudoff K, Mara K, Hoen E'. What is the evidence on legal measures to improve the transparency of markets for medicines, vaccines and 
other health products (World Health Assembly resolution WHA72.8)? [Internet] Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for Europe; 2021. (Health 
Evidence Network Synthesis Report, No. 73.) https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK572572/ 
Vogler S (2022): Access to information in markets for medicines in the WHO European Region. Oslo Medicines Initiative technical report. 
Copenhagen: World Health Organization, Regional Office for Europe

https://ppri.goeg.at/system/files/inline-files/Policy-brief-45-1997-8073-eng.pdf
https://ppri.goeg.at/system/files/inline-files/Policy-brief-45-1997-8073-eng.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK572572/
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/361757/9789289058322-eng.pdf?sequence=1


An initiative to be applauded, but …

Franzen N, Vancoppenolle J, Retèl VP, Vogler S, van Harten WH. A comparative analysis of managed entry agreements in Europe: trends, 
reporting practices, and financial outcomes. The European Journal of Health Economics. 2026. 10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3 

Missing data

Comparability

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1


Suggestion for
harmonised reporting

Franzen N, Vancoppenolle J, Retèl VP, Vogler S, van Harten WH. 
A comparative analysis of managed entry agreements in 
Europe: trends, reporting practices, and financial outcomes. The 
European Journal of Health Economics. 2026. 10.1007/s10198-
026-01942-3 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1


MEAs may increase list prices 

Gamba S, Pertile P, Vogler S. The impact of managed entry agreements on 
pharmaceutical prices. Health Econ. 2020;29(51):47-62

Franzen N, Vancoppenolle J, Retèl VP, Vogler S, van Harten WH. A 
comparative analysis of managed entry agreements in Europe: trends, 
reporting practices, and financial outcomes. The European Journal of Health 
Economics. 2026. 10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10198-026-01942-3#Abs1


Additional costs of MEAs due to administrative burden
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Good practices in MEAs

Learnings



Guidance for improving MEAs

Wohlhöfner, K. (2021): (Gute) Praxis Organisationsmodelle für die öffentliche 
Finanzierung von hochpreisigen Therapien unter Verwendung von 
Anwendungsevidenz. HTA-Projektbericht 138 https://eprints.aihta.at/1329/
Highlights added by the presenter  

https://eprints.aihta.at/1329/


Guidance for improving MEAs

Principles for Managed Entry Agreements in the WHO European Region: policy framework. Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for Europe; 
2026. Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO. https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content

https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/694cd151-3020-426b-8030-cd112552bda5/content


Conclusions

Take-away learnings for the future



In continued use of MEAs as a tool to make medicines more 
affordable and thus contribute to patient access,
it should be aimed at

documenting and publishing as much as possible,

working on standardised reporting and contractual terms,

generating evidence, including on its effectiveness, strengths and limitations,

improving MEAs based on the learnings,

sharing evaluation results and experience across countries.



Before your well-deserved coffee break…

Please switch on your camera for our group photo 



Enjoy your coffee break!
We will be back in 10 minutes!
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