Analysis of medicine prices in New Zealand and 16 European countries
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Objective

Results

To compare medicine prices of New Zealand and 16 European countries.

Medicine prices ranked per quartile. Frequency of country-specific
medicine price data ranking in quartiles, including its rank as lowest (min.)
or highest (max.). Data in brackets refer to on-patent medicines only.

Methods
Countries: New Zealand (NZ) and 16 European countries: Austria (AT),
Belgium (BE), Denmark (DK), Germany (DE), Greece (EL), Finland (FI),
France (FR), Italy (IT), Ireland (IE), the Netherlands (NL), Norway (NO),
Portugal (PT), Spain (ES), Sweden (SE), Switzerland (CH) and United
Kingdom (UK).
Medicines: 14 medicines, 5 of them available as both originator and generic
 a total of 19 presentations. High coverage: price data in at least 14 out of
the 17 countries (related to originators).
Data sources and time-period: European price data provided from the
Pharma Price Information (PPI) service of Gesundheit Österreich GmbH
(GÖG/Austrian Health Institute), June 2012 data; NZ data from the New
Zealand Pharmaceutical Schedule, August 2012.
Methodology: Comparison of identical or comparable presentations, i.e.
same pharmaceutical form, same dosage, and same or closest pack size.
Comparison of ex-factory prices (offical list prices, without discounts and

 EL and PT, and, to a lesser extent, ES, UK and NL frequently ranked at
the lower end

rebates) per unit. Conversion of non-Euro national currencies into Euro

 CH and DE, but also DK and SE ranked at the higher end

based on monthly average exchange rate as of May 2012 provided by ECB.

 NZ results showed high variability

Price differences between highest and lowest priced medicine,
in per cent based on the lowest priced medicine

European versus New Zealand prices. NZ prices compared to the price
range (min. & max. value), median + average value of the European prices

 For most selected medicines, the price of the product in the highest-priced
country was at least twice the price in the lowest-priced country
 For few medicines cross-country price differences varied up to 1000%
European versus New Zealand prices. NZ prices (in blue, right to the bar) compared to the price range (min. and max. value) and median value of the European prices
(European median left to the bar). Ex-factory unit prices in Euro for 16 presentations (11 on-patent medicines plus comparable generic version to 5 on-patent medicines).

Conclusion
Medicine prices varied considerably between European countries and
New Zealand as well as among the European countries.
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