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“THE PENGUIN EFFECT” in Pharmaceutical Policies



EFFECTIVENESS OF PHARMACEUTICAL POLICIES

THEY CONCLUDE THAT THE EU 

COUNTRIES ARE TAKING UP 

APPARENTLY SIMILAR MEASURES

–DRESSING LIKE PENGUINS IN A ROW-

DESPITE THE LIMITED 

EFFECTIVENNESS AND LIMITED 

EVALUATION OF MAY OF THE 

MEASURES ADOPTED







Lack of local impact assessments, global mistakes?



F o rm a l P r ic e  R e fe re n c in g  T o d a y

Source: WHO/WTO report of the workshop on differential pricing and financing of essential drugs, available http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/tn_hosbjor_e.htm.
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Recomendations (II)

Suggestions in the case of ERP system:

• To apply to on-patent products

• To select as reference countries whose pricing 
policies look appropriate

• To use actual reference price (transaction 
prices) though more difficult to estimate them



Fuente: Espin J, Rovira J, Olry A: External Reference Pricing. 2011. WHO/HAI
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MEXICO USE AS REFERENCE THE SIX COUNTRIES WITH 

THE HIGHEST VOLUME OF SALES !!!!



Link: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/healthcare/files/docs/risksharing_oncology_012011_en.pdf



MEDICINE INDICATION

Gefitinib
(IressaR)

1st line locally advanced or metastatic non 
small lung cancer

NICE Approved drug 

Sunitinib
(SutentR)

1st line advanced/metastatic RCC NICE Approved drug 

Sunitinib
(SutentR)

Unresectable or metastatic GIST NICE Approved drug 

Sorafenib
(NexavarR)

1st and 2nd line
advanced RCC 

NICE Rejected drug

Sunitinib
(SutentR)

 2nd line advanced RCC NICE Rejected drug

Cetuximab
(ErbituxR)

Metastatic colorectal cancer NICE Approved drug

Lenalidomide
(RevlimidR)

Relapsed myeloma NICE Approved drug

Ranibizumab
(LucentisR)

Wet age related macular degeneration NICE Approved drug

Trabectedin
(YondelisR)

Treatment of advanced soft tissue
sarcoma

NICE Approved drug

Lapatinib
(TyverbR)

Metastatic breast cancer NICE Rejected drug

Bortezomib
(VelcadeR)

Relapsed myeloma NICE Approved drug

Cetuximab
(ErbituxR)

Metastatic colorectal cancer -
pretreated

NICE Rejected drug

Sorafenib
(NexavarR)

Hepatocellular carcinoma (advanced and 
metastatic) –1st line

NICE Approved drug

Erlotinib
(TarcevaR)

Non small cell lung cancer NICE Approved drug

Azacitidine
(VidazaR)

myelodysplastic syndrome, chronic 
myelomonocytic leukaemia and acute 

myeloid leukaemia
NICE Rejected drug

Bevacizumab
(AvastinR)

1stline treatment of metastatic colorectal 
cancer –negative ACD

Not reviewed by NICE

1st line treatment of metastatic breast 
cancer in combination with taxane 
chemotherapy

Not reviewed by NICE

Degarelix
(FirmagonR)

advanced hormone dependent prostate 
cancer

NICE Approved drug

Payment of a fixed sum for a 
patient commencing on a 
regimen irrespective of
actual costs incurred

Reimbursement of initial 
phase of treatment

Reimbursement of 
treatments after an agreed 

period

Reimbursement for 
treatments that do not 

result in anticipated benefits

Discount applied to the total 
monthly cost

Everolimus
(AfinitorR)

2nd line treatment of advanced and/or 
metastatic RCC– negative ACD

Not reviewed by NICE

Other

NICE Technology 
Appraisal

A

B

C

D

F

E

B+E



Source: Ferrario and Kanavos, 2013



+ “impact assessment”



Conclusions (I) – We need….

• More pharmaceutical policy impact 

assessments are needed…..



• More policy makers that follow pricing and 

reimbursement recomendations

Conclusions (II) – We need….





Thank you very much for your attention. 

jaime@easp.es


