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External price reference (EPR) 
(EU excl. BG, CZ, EE, lT, DE, AT, RO, EL, 

CY, MT) 
- average of 3 lowest ex‐factory prices 

Internal price reference (IPR) 
(if lower than EPR + PA) 

Price agreements – ex-factory 
price based (PA) 

(if lower than EPR) 

 
 

2 types of price regulation 
(Reimbursed medicines) 

 
 

- Ministerial regulation (MoH) 

Application for the determina-
tion of the maximum price (ex-

factory) 

Hospital only medicines 
- Fully reimbursed - Act No. 48/1997 Coll. 
- Have to apply for  the max. price (SÚKL) 

 

State Institute for Drug Control  
(SÚKL - pricing and reimbursement) 
Šrobárova 48, Prague 10, 100 41,  
Czech Republic 
posta@sukl.cz, +420 272 185 111 

State Institute for Drug Control (SÚKL) 
- Decision on pricing and reimbursement (administrative proceeding – fixed terms 
and conditions) 
- Act No. 48/1997 Coll., Act on Public Health Insurance 
 (pricing + reimbursement)  
- 75 days for decision (price/reimbursement) / 165 (price + reimbursement) 

Ministry of Health (MoH) 
- Appeal authority (can change the decision made by SÚKL) 

- Ministerial regulation (pricing) 

Maximum ex-factory price 
- Regulated both max. price + max. margin  
 

Maximum margin 

- Deregulated price (Ministerial decision) 
- Degressive scheme (37 % - 2 %) 
- Both wholesale and pharmacy 

First biosimilar product 
- 30 % lower price + reimbursement 

Second originator 
- 15 % lower price + reimbursement 

30-day procedure (voluntary) 
- Generics and biosimilars 
- New package sizes 

 

Financial limit for medicines 
- Based on agreement between hospital and HIF 

Maximum pharmacy retail price 
Ex-factory price + Margin + VAT (10 
%) 

List of hospital only medicines 
- Publicly available (www.sukl.cz) 

Individual hospital purchase 
 

- Price biding, tendering, joint purchases 
 

Statutory pricing  Free pricing OTC 

Health Insurance Funds (HIFs) 
- Payers of reimbursed medicines  
- Party to administrative proceedings run by SÚKL 
- 1 HIF (60 % market share) + 6 smaller ones (40% market share) 

 

Application for the determination 
of the level and condition of reim-

bursement) 
- Standard procedure 

First generic product 
- 40 % lower price + reimbursement 

External price reference 
(EPR) 

(lowest EU price + availability in 
the CZ) 

Price agreements 
(ex-factory + reimburse-

ment-based) 
(if lower than previous) 

Cost of medicines with the 
same effectiveness 

 (vs. EPR) 

Evaluated criteria 

Therapeutic benefit 
Cost - effectiveness 

Budget impact 
Medical need 
Safety 

Guidelines 
 

List of reimbursed medicines 
- Publicly available (www.sukl.cz) 
-  9 927 medicines (1. 10. 2019) 

Level of reimbursement 

No co-payment in hospitals 

Positive list 
No co-payment 

- Each HIF can have its own (in fact there are 2) 
-Contains least costly medicines from selected 
ATC groups 
- Financial bonus for doctors who prescribe medi-
cines from positive list 
- 35 medicines included 

Vulnerable groups (limited co-pay-
ment) 

- Seniors over 65 + children under 18 years – 
max. 1000 CZK/year (~ 38 EUR) 
- Seniors over 70 years - max. 500 CZK/year (~ 
19 EUR) 
 

 

Co-payment  
Max. price – Max. reimbursement 

- 5 000 CZK/year (~ 192 EUR) 
- Only the lowest co-payment for the medicine with the 
same active substance and pharmaceutical form accounted 
for 

Hospital formularies 
- Individual for each hospital 

 

Hospital budget 
- Special budget for the most 
common medicines 

Reimbursement for 
medicines  

Separately billed medi-
cines 

- Reported together with provided 
medical care 

Part of provided medi-
cal care 

- Medicine is billed as a part of 
medical performance 

Directly controlled health facilities (MoH) 
 

- Since 2019 each facility has to reveal purchase price of 
medicines to the MoH 

 

Since 2014, the fee for one day stay in 
hospital was cancelled (100 Kč ~ 4 EUR) 

- Was not socially fair, no cap for longer stays 

MoH  
- Appeal proceeding 

PARTIES TO ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEEDING (MAH and HIFs) 

- Submission of  HTA dossier 
- Comments to evaluation reports 
- Appeal 
 

Total population: 10 668 641 (August 2019) 
GDP per capita:  19 555,5 E (2018) 
Organisation of the health care sector –  
social health insurance system  
Health expenditure per capita = 2 502 USD 
(2018, OECD) 
Health expenditure in % of the GDP = 6, 2 % 
(2018, OECD) 
 
Source: data.oecd.org; czso.cz 

SÚKL 
- Administrative proceeding: 

- Evaluation of HTA dossier 
- Decision 


